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mapped out. We must continue this, otherwise you will be
entitled to say to those who are at the head of the administration
of India, or of the provincial Government, that we are failing in
the elementary duty of Government which is to preserve law and
to see that the rights of others are respected. I have already
said in the past and I repeat, lest my words be misinterpreted,
that notwithstanding that we must enforce the law, there is no
desire, I am quite sure, on the part of the Government of Bengal,
and certainly there is none on the part of the Government of India,
to stifle criticism, to prevent unfavourable comment or even to
hinder opposition to government. There are recognized ways
in which those who take different views may express them and
may make them felt, and I shall be very sorry indeed if the time
ever comes, which it certainly never could so long as I am at
the head of affairs, in which there would be any attempt to stifle
criticism or opposition of a legitimate and constitutional character.
But when that is said it cannot be, if we are to proceed upon the
path of law, that those who take a different view are to be
permitted to enforce their will by unlawful means which never
can be recognized as lawful in any civilized country, and all I
desire to say to you to-day, gentlemen, conscious as I am and
always must be of the responsibilities which devolve upon us who
are entrusted with the administration of the affairs of this
country, that I see the path very clearly marked out. We must
pursue our own policy, doing what we conscientiously and
honestly believe is right, whether it receives praise or whether
it receives blame.

We naturally seek inspiration in a number of channels, and I
find it my good fortune to be here in Calcutta, where there are
so many points of contact with life not perhaps so open to me in
other parts of India where I reside. I say nevertheless that
while seeking inspiration from various sources throughout the
empire of India, trying to understand public opinion, striving to
give effect to it where possible, viewing all legitimate aspirations
with sympathy and with the endeavour to be sensitive in response
to the grievances of India, yet we must act as we think right.
We have the advantage of criticism, the benefit of consultation
with official and, let me add, a matter of considerable importance,
with unofficial opinion, and so eventually we may understand the
views, the feelings, the aims and the aspirations of the Indian
people. We must preserve steadfastly before us that if we rise
to high and lofty ideals, we shall best be serving the interests
of India and we shall best be representing all that is highest in